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Consultas regionales con los Estados Miembros sobre los preparativos del  
Año Internacional del Turismo Sostenible y Resiliente (2027) 

 

1. La presente nota introductoria tiene el propósito de ayudar a la consulta con los Estados 
Miembros en el marco de las reuniones de las Comisiones Regionales, así como en las 
reuniones virtuales vinculadas cuando se estime oportuno, en relación con los preparativos del 
Año Internacional del Turismo Sostenible y Resiliente (2027), proclamado por la Asamblea 
General de las Naciones Unidas en su Resolución 78/260 de 26 de febrero de 2024.  

2. La designación de 2027 como Año Internacional del Turismo Sostenible y Resiliente refleja el 
reconocimiento de la Asamblea General de las Naciones Unidas de la importancia estratégica 
del turismo como motor del desarrollo sostenible y la resiliencia. Para los Estados Miembros, 
ofrece una oportunidad muy oportuna de reforzar la atención política, movilizar a actores 
pertinentes de dentro y fuera del sector turístico y promover actuaciones más coordinadas a 
nivel nacional, regional y mundial. El Año Internacional no pretende por lo tanto ser un mero 
ejercicio conmemorativo, sino que aspira a ofrecer un marco para apoyar la implementación en 
la práctica, reforzar capacidades, generar conocimientos de interés para las políticas y reforzar 
el posicionamiento duradero del turismo en los debates generales sobre desarrollo, también en 
el contexto de la agenda posterior a 2030. 

3. El Año Internacional está desarrollándose como un proceso impulsado por los Estados 
Miembros y orientado a la implementación. La fórmula empleada combina las funciones clásicas 
asociadas normalmente a los años internacionales de las Naciones Unidas, como la 
concienciación, la defensa de una causa y la movilización general de las partes interesadas, con 
un mayor énfasis en los resultados concretos, el apoyo a la implementación y la relevancia para 
la elaboración de políticas a largo plazo.  

4. Esta nota tiene por objeto informar a los Estados Miembros del estado en que se encuentran los 
preparativos del Año Internacional del Turismo Sostenible y Resiliente (2027), presentar los 
principales elementos del marco que propone la Secretaría, apoyar los intercambios regionales 
sobre las prioridades de cara a la implementación y el seguimiento, y alentar la participación 
nacional y regional temprana en los preparativos para 2027.  

5. La nota se presenta para que sea sometida a debate y para facilitar los intercambios regionales 
entre los Estados Miembros. 

 

1. Contexto y orientación estratégica  

 

6. Los años internacionales proclamados por las Naciones Unidas son instrumentos enmarcados 
en un plazo temporal que aspiran a atraer la atención política, estimular acciones coordinadas y 
apoyar el diálogo sobre políticas relacionadas con temas de importancia estratégica. En el 
turismo, los anteriores años internacionales, en particular el Año Internacional del Ecoturismo 
(2002) y el Año Internacional del Turismo Sostenible para el Desarrollo (2017), demostraron 
tanto el potencial de esas celebraciones como la importancia de una fase preparatoria sólida, 
unos objetivos claros y unos nexos efectivos entre la visibilidad global y la implementación.  
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7. El Año Internacional del Turismo Sostenible y Resiliente (2027) parte de esta experiencia a la 
vez que responde a un entorno operativo significativamente cambiado. Su objetivo es consolidar 
el progreso en el fomento de un turismo sostenible, a la vez que se aborda la importancia 
creciente de la resiliencia frente a las presiones ambientales, económicas, sociales y 
geopolíticas que afectan a los destinos y a las comunidades.  

8. El objetivo general del Año Internacional es reforzar la contribución del turismo al desarrollo 
sostenible y la resiliencia a escala nacional, regional y mundial. En este contexto, el trabajo 
preparatorio hace especial hincapié en concienciar respecto al potencial transformador del 
sector turístico dentro de una agenda de desarrollo sostenible más amplia, apoyar a los Estados 
Miembros en la integración de la sostenibilidad y la resiliencia en las políticas turísticas, los 
procesos de planificación y las prácticas operativas, fomentar el diálogo y la cooperación entre 
sectores y partes interesadas, y promover la implementación y unos avances medibles, por 
ejemplo en forma de unas capacidades institucionales reforzadas. Contribuye además a una 
reflexión más amplia sobre el turismo en la evolución de la agenda de desarrollo posterior a 
2030.  

 

2. Gobernanza y proceso preparatorio 

 

9. Con el fin de garantizar un proceso preparatorio estructurado e inclusivo, el Comité de Turismo 
y Sostenibilidad acordó, en su vigésima segunda reunión, que actuaría como centro neurálgico 
de un comité director para el Año Internacional, al que se sumarían también los presidentes de 
las Comisiones Regionales, con lo cual, mediante procesos de consultas y un intercambio de 
información con los Estados Miembros de las regiones respectivas, quedarían asimismo 
reflejadas las perspectivas regionales.  

10. El comité director se plantea como una plataforma de consulta y coordinación tanto durante la 
fase preparatoria como durante el desarrollo del Año Internacional. Es consultivo en su 
naturaleza y sus funciones dentro del marco intergubernamental establecido de ONU Turismo, 
sin perjuicio de la autoridad de los órganos rectores de la Organización. Entre sus funciones se 
incluyen proporcionar aportaciones estratégicas sobre la orientación y las prioridades del Año 
Internacional, apoyar consultas estructuradas a los Estados Miembros, contribuir a afinar el 
marco de aplicación y fomentar la armonización entre las iniciativas nacionales y los objetivos 
globales del Año Internacional.  

11. La vigésima tercera reunión del Comité de Turismo y Sostenibilidad, que se celebrará en Victoria 
Falls (Zimbabwe) los días 27 y 28 de abril de 2026, será el principal hito preparatorio presencial 
antes de la 126.ª reunión del Consejo Ejecutivo. Se ha concebido como una reunión ampliada 
del Comité de Turismo y Sostenibilidad, a la que están invitados los presidentes de las 
Comisiones Regionales por estar propuestos como miembros del comité director. Con sujeción 
a las correspondientes decisiones del Consejo Ejecutivo, la primera reunión del comité director 
está prevista para el 11 de junio de 2026 en Toledo (España), en paralelo al Consejo Ejecutivo, 
para impulsar las diversas actuaciones dentro del marco aprobado.  

12. Las consultas regionales con los Estados Miembros se están llevando a cabo a través de las 
Comisiones Regionales. Cuando las reuniones oficiales de las Comisiones Regionales tienen 
lugar antes del Consejo Ejecutivo, estas consultas se están llevando a cabo en persona. Cuando 
las reuniones formales están programadas para más adelante, se están convocando antes 
consultas virtuales para asegurar que las regiones puedan participar a su debido tiempo.  

 

3. Principales elementos del marco 

 

13. El marco que está impulsándose para el Año Internacional se organiza en torno a un número de 
elementos que se refuerzan mutuamente, ideado para garantizar tanto la visibilidad como el 
impacto de las actuaciones.   
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3.1 Áreas temáticas y justificación 

 

14. La actual orientación temática del Año Internacional se estructura en torno a cinco grandes 
áreas:  

a. crecimiento económico inclusivo, sostenible y resiliente y creación de valor local;  

b. inclusión social, trabajo decente, reducción de la pobreza y resiliencia de la 
comunidad;  

c. protección ambiental, conservación de la biodiversidad, uso eficiente de los recursos 
y acción climática;  

d. valores culturales, diversidad, patrimonio vivo e identidad de los destinos; y  

e. entendimiento mutuo, paz, seguridad y preparación para situaciones de crisis.  

15. En conjunto, estas áreas temáticas pretenden reflejar la diversidad de las realidades regionales 
y proporcionar al mismo tiempo un marco mundial común.  

 

3.2 Comités nacionales 

 

16. Los comités nacionales o, cuando proceda, otros mecanismos de coordinación nacional 
competentes se han ideado como mecanismo principal de actuación a nivel nacional. Su función 
consiste en apoyar la preparación, la observancia y el seguimiento del Año Internacional, siendo 
a la vez flexibles y proporcionados en relación con los contextos y prioridades institucionales 
nacionales.  

17. Está previsto que esta función se extienda mucho más allá de la pura coordinación. Los comités 
nacionales deberían ser una plataforma central a través de la cual los Estados Miembros puedan 
organizar la participación nacional de manera coherente y estructurada durante todo el ciclo de 
preparación, ejecución y seguimiento. En este contexto, pueden contribuir al desarrollo de 
planes de acción estratégicos armonizados con los objetivos y principios del Año Internacional, 
facilitar la coordinación en los ministerios e instituciones competentes y promover la coherencia 
entre las prioridades nacionales y el marco más amplio del Año Internacional.  

18. Además, se prevé que los comités nacionales tendrán un importante papel operativo, que puede 
incluir la autorización y el registro de las actividades, los eventos y las iniciativas emprendidas 
en el plano nacional y en el plano local, de conformidad con las orientaciones y criterios 
acordados, ayudando así a garantizar la integridad, la visibilidad y la coherencia de las 
actividades que se lleven a cabo en el marco del Año Internacional. Al mismo tiempo, pueden 
ayudar a la movilización de las partes interesadas de las administraciones, del sector privado, 
de la sociedad civil, del mundo académico y de las comunidades locales, y alentar una 
participación de base amplia, teniendo en cuenta de las circunstancias nacionales.  

19. Además, los comités nacionales pueden ser una importante plataforma de concienciación, 
diálogo, capacitación e intercambio de conocimientos. Pueden apoyar actividades de difusión y 
comunicación, alentar la colaboración con instituciones académicas e investigadoras, fomentar 
los intercambios entre múltiples interesados y ayudar a encontrar experiencias y lecciones 
pertinentes más allá del contexto nacional.  

20. A través de estas funciones, se espera que los comités nacionales o, cuando proceda, otros 
mecanismos de coordinación apropiados faciliten aportaciones estructuradas a ONU Turismo 
en apoyo de los distintos procesos a escala regional y mundial, para la presentación de informes 
y en aras del aprendizaje colectivo. Durante el año 2027, está previsto que estas aportaciones 
constituyan la espina dorsal de la participación de los Estados Miembros en el Año Internacional.  

 

3.3 La creación de capacidad como mecanismo de ejecución 

 

21. En el marco del Año Internacional, se está dando un papel especialmente destacado a la 
creación de capacidad, entendida no como una actividad formativa independiente, sino como un 
mecanismo central para que las prioridades temáticas se traduzcan en unas capacidades 
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institucionales reforzadas y en actuaciones prácticas a escala nacional y local.  

22. El enfoque que está preparándose aspira a lograr que actividades puntuales adquieran formatos 
más estructurados y orientados a la implementación, con especial atención a la coherencia 
política, la aplicación práctica, el seguimiento y unos compromisos medibles. En este sentido, la 
creación de capacidad aspira a desempeñar un papel catalizador y contribuir a unos resultados 
institucionales y políticos más duraderos.  

 

3.4 Eventos estelares y relevancia regional  

 

23. Un elemento central de la arquitectura del Año Internacional es la organización de cinco 
conferencias mundiales estelares, acogidas cada una en una región. Aun teniendo una conexión 
regional, la idea es que cada conferencia sea de interés para todo el mundo y que vincule los 
pilares temáticos del Año Internacional con las actuaciones y los liderazgos específicos de cada 
región.  

24. Tomadas en su conjunto, estas conferencias deberían conformar una arquitectura global 
coherente que refleje las diversas vías de desarrollo y los distintos entornos de riesgo, 
reforzando a la vez la contribución del turismo a la inclusión, la resiliencia y la competitividad a 
largo plazo. La oportunidad de albergar estos eventos estelares estará abierta a todos los 
Estados Miembros. La Secretaría enviará por separado más información sobre el proceso de 
selección de los anfitriones, así como la invitación a expresar interés.  

 

3.5 Alianzas y apoyo  

 

25. El marco para el Año Internacional incluye también un enfoque estructurado para las alianzas y 
los apoyos. En consonancia con los principios de las Naciones Unidas que rigen los años 
internacionales, se prevé que la celebración del Año Internacional se lleve a cabo 
primordialmente con contribuciones financieras voluntarias. Esas contribuciones pueden 
complementarse con otras formas de apoyo, cuando corresponda, y de conformidad con los 
valores, las normas y los procedimientos de ONU Turismo.  

26. Dependiendo de su naturaleza y pertinencia, dicho apoyo puede consistir en contribuciones 
financieras voluntarias, ciertas contribuciones en especie, apoyo particular a eventos y acuerdos 
de colaboración en materia de eventos, trabajo analítico, publicaciones, creación de capacidad, 
comunicación y divulgación. Todo ese apoyo tiene por finalidad reforzar la implementación en la 
práctica y la coherencia entre las corrientes de trabajo, respetando a la vez absolutamente el 
mandato de independencia, integridad e interés público de ONU Turismo.  

27. En este contexto, es posible que los Estados Miembros quieran considerar en qué modo las 
contribuciones voluntarias, las alianzas u otras formas de colaboración podrían ayudar a reforzar 
la implementación a escala mundial, regional y nacional. Se enviarán por separado orientaciones 
más específicas sobre las modalidades, los principios y los procedimientos aplicables.  

 

3.6 Base de conocimientos y legado 

 

28. También se prevé una mayor dimensión analítica y con vistas al futuro mediante el desarrollo de 
una base de conocimientos integrada por una serie de informes destacados que preparará la 
Secretaría, junto con una masa crítica más amplia de investigaciones y publicaciones en apoyo 
del Año Internacional desarrolladas por entidades externas, incluidos los Estados Miembros y 
las instituciones pertinentes, de conformidad con las orientaciones y los criterios aplicables. Este 
trabajo tiene por objeto ayudar a la celebración del Año Internacional y contribuir a una reflexión 
más amplia sobre el posicionamiento del turismo en los futuros marcos globales de desarrollo.  

29. De este modo, el Año Internacional aspira no solo a generar visibilidad en 2027, sino también a 
contribuir a generar conocimientos, lecciones y perspectivas políticas cuyo interés vaya más allá 
del propio Año.  
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3.7 Comunicaciones y visibilidad  

 

30. Las comunicaciones y la visibilidad constituyen un componente importante del Año Internacional 
y del compromiso de los Estados Miembros con su celebración. Se está preparando un marco 
común de comunicación que permita ayudar a que los mensajes, la identidad visual y la difusión 
en todas las regiones y países estén cohesionados y a facilitar un perfil público reconocible y 
coherente para el Año Internacional.  

31. Con miras a apoyar los esfuerzos de comunicación, se pondrán a disposición de los Estados 
Miembros orientaciones y herramientas prácticas, incluidos materiales relacionados con la 
identidad visual y otras ayudas en materia de comunicación para las actividades que se 
desarrollen en el marco del Año Internacional. Todas estas disposiciones tienen también por 
objeto facilitar un uso coherente del nombre y la identidad visual del Año Internacional, así como 
una visibilidad estructurada de las actividades y las contribuciones a escala nacional, regional y 
mundial.  

 

4. Enfoque de las consultas regionales 

 

32. Las consultas regionales brindan una oportunidad de situar el Año Internacional en el marco de 
las realidades, prioridades y oportunidades específicas de cada región. En este contexto, se 
prestará especial atención a la pertinencia regional del marco temático, la organización práctica 
de mecanismos de coordinación nacionales, las áreas prioritarias para la creación de capacidad 
y el apoyo a la implementación, así como las posibles vías de participación regional en la 
arquitectura de eventos estelares y una mayor visibilidad del Año Internacional.  

33. También ofrecen una oportunidad para identificar ámbitos en los que las experiencias 
regionales, los enfoques políticos y las lecciones prácticas puedan contribuir al legado analítico 
y político más amplio del Año Internacional, también en relación con los debates posteriores a 
2030.  

34. En este sentido, los Estados Miembros están invitados a indicar, en particular, las prioridades 
nacionales o regionales que merecen una mayor atención durante la implementación, las áreas 
en las que la creación de capacidad y el apoyo institucional serían especialmente valiosos, y las 
iniciativas o alianzas regionales que podrían ayudar a reforzar la ejecución y el seguimiento en 
el marco del Año Internacional. En este contexto, las Comisiones Regionales pueden 
desempeñar un papel importante en fomentar la coordinación regional, alentar intercambios 
entre los Estados Miembros y ayudar a mantener el impulso para la implementación y el 
seguimiento dentro de sus respectivas regiones.  

 

5. Perspectivas  

 

35. Después de las consultas regionales, los preparativos del Año Internacional seguirán 

adelante en el marco aprobado por los órganos rectores de ONU Turismo.  

36. Está previsto que la primera reunión del comité director tenga lugar en paralelo a la 126.ª 

reunión del Consejo Ejecutivo, con sujeción a las decisiones pertinentes del Consejo. A partir de ahí, 

el Año Internacional irá avanzando progresivamente de la preparación para la implementación, con la 

participación continuada de los Estados Miembros a través de medidas de alcance nacional, regional 

y mundial.  

37. Las reuniones de las Comisiones Regionales y las consultas conexas seguirán siendo un 

canal importante para mantener la apropiación regional, apoyar la implementación y el seguimiento y 

garantizar que el Año Internacional refleje la diversidad de los contextos regionales impulsando a la 

vez una agenda mundial coherente.
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Annex I 

Knowledge Base: Research and Flagship Reports 

International Year of Sustainable and Resilient Tourism 2027 (IYSRT 2027) 

 

This document provides complementary guidance on the purpose, scope and criteria governing 
development of a knowledge base, through research, reports and publications, undertaken in the 
context of the International Year of Sustainable and Resilient Tourism 2027 (IYSRT 2027). It should be 
read in conjunction with the overall framework and guidance documents for the International Year, 
including the Guidance Note on National Committees and other thematic and operational guidance 
issued by UN Tourism. 

For the purposes of the present document, the International Year of Sustainable and Resilient Tourism 
2027 is hereinafter referred to as “the International Year”. 

1. Strategic Orientation and Specific Objectives for Building a Knowledge Base  

Sustainability is not a static objective but a continuous process requiring ongoing research and building 
of knowledge to guide tourism policy, planning and development formulation and implementation. 
Resilience has become an essential dimension of this process, ensuring that the tourism sector is not 
only of withstanding shocks but also of advancing its development responsibly and in alignment with 
broader societal, economic and environmental objectives.  

The International Year is conceived as a forward-looking, implementation-oriented initiative to 
consolidate progress in advancing sustainable and resilient tourism, while responding to evolving global 
challenges affecting destinations and communities, including environmental degradation, economic 
volatility and social inequalities. It aims to translate policy commitments into coordinated, measurable 
action at the national, regional and global levels, with a focus on effective implementation and tangible 
impact. In doing so, it contributes to ongoing international deliberations on sustainable development 
beyond the current global framework, including the transition from the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development to future global frameworks. 

Strategic Orientation 

The International Year prioritizes the development of a comprehensive Knowledge Base to support the 
translation of sustainability and resilience principles into practical, implementable policies. This strategic 
orientation aims to strength skills and capacities across the tourism sector, raise awareness of tourism 
as an engine for sustainable, inclusive and resilient development and highlight its transformative role in 
the post 2030 global dialogue.  

Specific objectives 

The Knowledge Base on Sustainable and Resilient Tourism aims to: 

• Inform evidence-based decision-making to promote sustainable tourism planning and 
development; 

• Enhance natural and cultural resources through environmental protection, biodiversity 
conservation, resource efficiency, climate action, promotion of cultural values, diversity, living 
heritage and destination identity;  

• Support measurement and monitoring  of tourism-related data and impacts to strengthen 
governance, standards, and risk management; 

• Enhance local value creation and community well-being, promoting inclusiveness and 
gender equality; and 

• Encourage innovation and competitiveness, across the tourism sector. 
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2. Core Flagship Reports to be Prepared by UN Tourism  

To ensure a strong analytical foundation for the International Year and to position tourism effectively 
within the emerging post-2030 global development framework, the Secretariat will prepare three 
mutually reinforcing knowledge products: two flagship reports and one rolling analytical report that 
spans the entire preparatory and implementation periods. 

2.1 Future of Work in Tourism for the post 2030 agenda 

The first flagship report will examine how the profound structural shifts under way in labour markets, 
technology and social systems are likely to shape employment and human capital in the tourism sector 
beyond 2030. It will analyse the transformation of skills and the growing need for lifelong learning, as 
well as the sector’s capacity to promote inclusion and provide access to decent work. Particular 
attention will be given to the implications of the digital transition and artificial intelligence for tourism 
labour markets, alongside evolving patterns of labour mobility and migration that increasingly influence 
workforce availability across regions. The report will also explore the emerging relevance of the care 
economy and the need for more gender-sensitive approaches to workforce development, recognising 
the specific characteristics of tourism as a service-intensive, people-centred sector. 

 
2.2 Resilient Tourism Development and its contribution to Poverty Alleviation, Urban 
Prosperity and Biodiversity Protection 

The second flagship report will explore how tourism can serve as a catalyst for resilience-oriented 
development at both national and subnational level, with particular emphasis on its potential 
contributions to poverty alleviation, inclusive urban development and biodiversity conservation. It will 
assess the specific conditions under which tourism SMEs can strengthen their resilience and how 
coherent national and local frameworks can support more robust tourism development pathways. The 
report will also analyse the ways in which tourism can effectively contribute to poverty reduction, 
especially in regions where the sector represents a major source of livelihoods. 

In addition, it will examine the role of tourism in urban environments, where the sector can drive more 
inclusive and resilient forms of growth, and will consider how biodiversity protection and nature-positive 
approaches can be systematically integrated into tourism planning and investment. Special attention 
will be given to the evolving role of private sector commitments, particularly net-positive strategies, in 
shaping more sustainable and resilient tourism ecosystems. 

2.3 Rolling Analytical Report: Strategic Roadmap – Tourism in the Agenda 2030+ 

The Rolling Analytical report will serve as a continuous knowledge instrument, collecting insights, 
evidence and inputs generated throughout 2026 and 2027, and culminating in a strategic position paper 
to guide the tourism sector in negotiations on the post-2030 global agenda. 

The primary aim of this report is to clarify how tourism can be most effectively positioned within the post 
2030 agenda. Work on the report will progress in phases: 

• 2026: focus on establishing conceptual foundations, identifying key themes and gathering 
initial evidence.  

• 2027: incorporate findings from the International Year, across all regions and workstreams, will 
be continuously incorporated, enabling a progressive consolidation of ideas and building a 
broad consensus on the sector’s long-term positioning.  

The strategic roadmap is intended to be finalized in 2028, ensuring it can meaningfully inform Member 
States’ engagement in Agenda 2030+ negotiations. However, earlier completion may be required 
should UNDESA’s consultation calendar advance more rapidly. 
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3. Other Research and Publications Developed in Support of the International Year 

In addition to the core knowledge products prepared by UN Tourism, research and publications 
developed by external entities are encouraged to support the objectives and thematic priorities of the 
International Year. These contributions may be produced by National Committees, academic 
institutions, research bodies, strategic partners, other partner organizations and relevant stakeholders. 
They may take the form of policy papers, technical notes, thematic studies, background papers, case-
study compilations and other analytical materials relevant to sustainable and resilient tourism. The 
development, preparation and delivery of such publications shall be financed entirely through 
independent resources. UN Tourism will not be able to provide financial support for activities related to 
their preparation, including research, drafting, consultations or associated operational costs. 

Research and publications developed in support of the International Year should demonstrate clear 
relevance to its objectives, thematic priorities and guiding principles. They should be evidence-based, 
prepared with appropriate analytical rigor and methodological transparency, and clearly identify the 
responsible author or institution, date of publication and thematic or geographical scope. Publications 
that are primarily promotional, commercial or advocacy-driven in a manner inconsistent with the public-
interest purpose of the International Year should not be presented in association with it. 

All publications should include a visible Statement of Responsibility, Originality and Methodological 
Integrity from the authoring institution or author. This statement should confirm that responsibility for 
the content, sources, analysis, findings and conclusions rests fully with the named authoring entity; that 
the publication meets the applicable criteria set out in this guidance; and that the views expressed do 
not necessarily reflect those of UN Tourism. A model Statement is included as Annex I.  

Where artificial intelligence-assisted tools have been used in the preparation of a publication, such use 
should be disclosed in the statement in a clear and transparent manner. The statement should also 
confirm that AI tools have not replaced substantive human responsibility for the research, analysis and 
conclusions and have not been used to fabricate or misrepresent data, references, quotations or 
findings. 

In selected cases, research and publications developed in support of the International Year may also 
be prepared jointly by UN Tourism and strategic partners. Such collaboration may be considered where 
it offers clear substantive value for the objectives and thematic priorities of the International Year and 
be governed by appropriate arrangements defining roles, responsibilities, editorial processes, visibility 
and accountability. These collaborations must remain fully consistent with the public-interest character 
of the International Year and shall not confer governance functions, decision-making authority or 
influence over the substantive independence of UN Tourism. The development, preparation, and 
delivery of such reports may be financed through the International Year Fund, managed by UN Tourism, 
subject to availability of funds and approval of the Steering Committee.  Specific agreements are 
required for the funding and preparation of joint publications. 

For publications primarily addressing national or subnational issues, the relevant National Committee 
may, under its own responsibility, associate them with the International Year as part of the national 
implementation framework. Such association should reflect the Committee’s judgement that the 
publication is relevant to the International Year’s objectives and thematic priorities within the respective 
national context. Annex II includes a model Statement of Relevance by a National Committee, which 
can be used with that purpose.  

All external publications developed in support of the International Year shall remain under the full 
responsibility of the respective authoring institution or author. Association with the International Year 
does not in itself imply review, validation or formal endorsement by UN Tourism. 

4. Knowledge Repository on the International Year Webpage 

The Knowledge Repository on the International Year webpage will serve as a curated, non-exhaustive 
access point for selected knowledge products relevant to the objectives and thematic priorities of the 
International Year. It will include the core knowledge products prepared by UN Tourism and may also 
feature selected external publications developed in support of the International Year. 
 
Inclusion of external publications in the repository is not automatic. As a general rule, only external 
publications accompanied by a Statement of Relevance issued by the relevant National Committee or,  
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where appropriate, by one or more relevant National Committees, will be considered for inclusion. Such 
statement should confirm that the publication is relevant to the objectives and thematic priorities of the 
International Year, either within the respective national context or, where applicable, across the national 
contexts represented by the issuing Committees. 
 
All publications considered for inclusion in the repository must also contain, in a visible manner within 
the publication itself, the required Statement of Responsibility, Originality and Methodological Integrity. 
Publications must be made publicly available in final digital form free of charge and comply with formal 
requirements relating to accessibility, completeness, presentation and metadata. 
 
The repository may also include publications prepared jointly by UN Tourism and strategic partners, 
where such publications are developed in accordance with the applicable agreements, governing roles, 
responsibilities, visibility and editorial integrity. 
 
Inclusion in the Knowledge Repository does not constitute substantive review, validation or formal 
endorsement by UN Tourism of publications produced by external entities. Responsibility for the content 
of such publications remains entirely with the respective authoring institution or author. 
 

 

Annex I.A 

Model Statement of Responsibility, Originality and Methodological Integrity 

The authoring institution or author (hereinafter referred to as the “Author”) hereby declares and warrants 
that: 
 

1. the publication is relevant to the objectives and thematic priorities of the International Year of 
Sustainable and Resilient Tourism 2027; 

 
2. the publication has been prepared on the basis of identifiable sources, supporting evidence and 

a transparent methodological approach appropriate to its nature, scope and intended purpose; 
 

3. the content of the publication is original, to the extent applicable to its format, and that all data, 
references, quotations and other source materials have been used in good faith and, to the 
best of the Author’s knowledge and belief, are accurately, properly represented and duly 
attributed; 

 
4. the publication is not promotional, commercial or advocacy-driven in a manner inconsistent with 

the public-interest character of the International Year; 
 

5. the publication is made publicly available in final digital form free of charge; 
 

6. where artificial intelligence-assisted tools have been used in the preparation of the publication, 
such use has been disclosed in a clear, appropriate, and transparent manner, and has not 
replaced substantive human responsibility for the research, analysis or conclusions; 

 
7. artificial intelligence-assisted tools, where used, have not been employed to fabricate, falsify, 

or otherwise misrepresent data, references, quotations, analysis or findings; and 
 

8. the views and opinions expressed in the publication are solely those of the Author and do not 
necessarily reflect the views of UN Tourism. 
 

Name of authoring institution / author: 
Date: 
Place: 
Signature, where applicable: 
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Annex I.B 

Model Statement of Relevance by a National Committee 

 

Statement of Relevance 
 
The [name of National Committee] has taken note of the publication entitled “[title of publication]”, 
prepared by [name of authoring institution or author]. 
 
For the purposes of its potential inclusion in the Knowledge Repository of the International Year of 
Sustainable and Resilient Tourism 2027, the present statement attests that the publication is deemed 
relevant to the objectives and thematic priorities of the International Year within the national context of 
[country], and, where applicable, across the national contexts represented by the issuing Committees. 
 
This statement is issued solely for the purpose of confirming relevance and shall not be construed as 
constituting a substantive, technical or peer review of the publication. Nor should be interpreted as an 
endorsement, in whole or in part, by the National Committee or UN Tourism of any opinions, findings, 
conclusions or recommendations contained therein. Responsibility for the content of the publication 
remains exclusively with the authoring institution or author. 
 
Issued by: [Name of National Committee] 
Country / Countries concerned:  
Name and function of signatory: 
Date: 
 
 
 
Optional reference to thematic area(s): 
Optional short note on relevance: 
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Annex II 

 

Capacity-Building 

Purpose and Criteria for Capacity Building Activities Supporting the International Year of 
Sustainable and Resilient Tourism 2027 (IYSRT 2027) 

 

This document provides complementary guidance on the purpose, scope and criteria governing 

capacity-building activities undertaken in the context of the International Year of Sustainable and 

Resilient Tourism 2027 (IYSRT 2027). It should be read in conjunction with the overall framework and 

guidance documents for the International Year, including the Guidance Note on National Committees 

and other thematic and operational guidance issued by UN Tourism. 

For the purposes of the present document, the International Year of Sustainable and Resilient Tourism 

2027 is hereinafter referred to as “the International Year”. 

The United Nations defines capacity building as the process to develop and strengthen skills and 

abilities1. It forms an integral component of the Agenda 2030 and the achievement of the Sustainable 

Development Goals. Understanding that potential target audiences of the capacity building initiatives 

undertaken within the framework of the International Year will be diverse, from both tourism and non-

tourism related backgrounds, for the purpose of this present document, the term “capacity building” 

refers not only to developing new skills and abilities but also to enhance, strengthen and diversify 

existing capacities and knowledge.   

The present document is intended to support National Committees, or as appropriate, any other national 

coordination mechanisms established for the same purpose, in identifying, authorising and overseeing 

capacity-building activities at national and local levels. It aims to ensure that such activities are people-

centred, implementation-oriented and catalytic, and that they contribute meaningfully to the objectives, 

principles and legacy of the International Year, while allowing flexibility in line with national 

circumstances and priorities. 

. 

Capacity-building under the International Year serves as a central delivery mechanism for translating 

thematic priorities into strengthened institutional capacity and improved conditions on the ground. 

This document does not establish a centralised approval mechanism, nor does it replace national 

decision-making processes or existing institutional arrangements. It provides a common reference 

framework to support coherence, quality, accountability and shared understanding across capacity-

building activities undertaken under the International Year. 

 

5. Capacity-Building as a Delivery Mechanism 
 

Sustainability is not a static objective but a continuous process requiring ongoing learning, adaptation 

and improvement. Resilience has become an essential and overdue dimension of this process, ensuring 

that tourism systems are capable not only of withstanding shocks but also of advancing their 

development responsibly and in alignment with broader societal, economic and environmental 

objectives. 

 

 

 
1 United Nations, Academic Impact, available at: https://www.un.org/en/academic-impact/capacity-building 
(26-02-2026)  

https://www.un.org/en/academic-impact/capacity-building
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Under the International Year, this strengthened focus places particular emphasis on the capacities of 

people and institutions to translate principles into practice. Capacity-building therefore plays a central 

role in enabling implementation, strengthening coordination and supporting informed decision-making. 

 

6. Core Criteria for Capacity-Building Activities Supporting the International Year 
 

To ensure coherence, quality and measurable impact across diverse national contexts, capacity-

building activities supporting the International Year shall comply with the mandatory criteria set out 

below and integrate at least two of the optional criteria.  

These criteria establish a common minimum standard while allowing flexibility in format, scale and 

implementation. 

 

6.1.  Mandatory Criteria 
 

The following mandatory criteria apply to all capacity-building activities supporting the International 

Year. These criteria establish a common minimum standard to ensure coherence, quality and 

measurable impact across diverse national contexts. 

 

1. Policy awareness and system literacy 

Participants will jointly identify and discuss relevant national and local policies and 
strategies. They will examine how these policies connect to international frameworks such 
as the 2030 Agenda. The aim is to strengthen participants’ understanding of how different 
levels of policy and governance, including both tourism-specific and tourism-related 
policies, interact (system literacy) and to ensure they are aware of existing policies and how 
these can align and support each other effectively (policy awareness and coherence). 
 

2. Plurality of development approaches 

The activity will present and discuss different established approaches and schools of 
thought which guide tourism development, management and governance (for example, 
market-based, product-based or community-led approaches). What are the short, medium 
and long-term objectives with regard to tourism development at the destination? Which 
approach would best facilitate achieving these objectives?  How can sustainability and 
resilience be mainstreamed into this process? Rather than promoting a single viewpoint, it 
will encourage participants to reflect on context-specific trade-offs.  
 

3. Sustainable Development Goals (SDG)-linked action commitment 

Each participant will identify two to three relevant SDG targets and publicly commit to 
carrying out at least one concrete action within their institutional mandate that contributes 
to a chosen target within a defined timeframe (e.g. 6–12 months). 
 

4. Knowledge multiplication 

Participants will commit to sharing the key insights from the activity with at least 10 other 
people, using simple dissemination materials. This could include, where appropriate, a blog 
post, social media post referencing the official International Year hashtag, or engagement 
through print, radio or television media. Knowledge multiplication can be at the national or 
international level. Dissemination to both tourism-related and non-tourism related 
audiences is encouraged. 
 

5. Reporting 

The organisers of the activity will submit a short, standardised report confirming 
implementation of the criteria and summarising commitments planned to be implemented 
and dissemination undertaken. Modalities will be specified separately. 
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6.2.  Optional Criteria 
 

In addition to the mandatory criteria set out above, capacity-building activities supporting the 

International Year shall integrate at least two of the following optional criteria. These criteria are 

intended to reinforce practical application, cross-sector coordination and sustained impact beyond 

the duration of the activity. They allow flexibility in design while ensuring that activities contribute 

meaningfully to implementation and legacy. 

 

1. Application to a real-world challenge 

The activity will apply learning to a concrete national or local policy, planning or operational 
challenge, informed where possible by existing data, assessments or evidence within the 
participants’ context. 
Example: 
 

• Applying resilience principles to an existing coastal tourism strategy. 

• Reviewing how an existing destination management plan aligns with SDG 12. 

 
2. Cross-sector engagement 

The activity will include structured interaction with actors beyond the tourism administration 
(e.g. environment, culture, finance, local government, community representatives) to 
strengthen coordination and shared ownership. 
 

3. Barrier identification and problem-solving 

Participants will analyse existing tourism or tourism-related policies to identify at least one 
key institutional, regulatory or behavioural barrier to effective implementation and discuss 
practical, actionable approaches to address this barrier within their sphere of influence. 
Example: 
 

• Identify regulatory bottlenecks. 

• Recognize gaps in institutional coordination. 

• Identify budgetary or data constraints. 

 
4. Development of a practical output 

Participants will develop a short practical proposal, action outline, implementation roadmap 
or similar deliverable during the activity, designed to facilitate subsequent institutional 
uptake or policy integration. It can, but does not necessarily, be linked to (3) above. 
Example outputs: 
 

• A monitoring checklist. 

• A policy recommendation brief. 

• A stakeholder engagement plan. 

 
5. Follow-up mechanism 

The activity will include a follow-up exchange, reflection session or progress check within 
a defined period (e.g. 3–6 months) to support continued application of learning. 
 

6. Inclusion and accessibility lens 

Participants will assess how proposed actions contribute to improved inclusion, shared 
benefits and accessibility within tourism systems, including, where relevant, the 
participation of women, youth, local communities, indigenous peoples or small and 
medium-sized enterprises and other local value-chain actors; the more equitable 
distribution of economic and social benefits; and improved physical, digital or informational 
accessibility for persons with disabilities and other specific needs. 
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7. Assessment of trade-offs 

 
 
Participants will assess potential trade-offs and possible adverse effects associated with 
proposed actions and discuss mitigation or adjustment approaches to strengthen long-term 
sustainability and resilience. 
 
 

7. Recognition and Reporting  
 

Capacity-building activities that wish to be presented as supporting the International Year must 

receive prior authorization from the relevant National Committee. 

If no National Committee exists, authorization shall be provided by the competent national tourism 

authority, or as appropriate, in line with national institutional arrangements. 

In exceptional cases where neither mechanism is available, authorization may be granted by the 

UN Tourism Secretariat in consultation with the Member State concerned. 

Capacity-building activities supporting the International Year must comply with all mandatory criteria 

and integrate at least two optional criteria outlined in this document. 

Organisers of activities supporting the International Year shall submit a brief, standardised report 

to the authorizing body, confirming implementation of the applicable criteria and summarising key 

outcomes, participants’ commitments, and dissemination efforts. 

The authorising body shall ensure that the information in these reports is transmitted to, or made 

accessible by, the UN Tourism Secretariat for global aggregation, knowledge-sharing and visibility 

of activities supporting the International Year. 

Aggregated information may be used to showcase good practices and to assess the overall legacy 

of the International Year. Specific reporting procedures, including formats and mechanisms to 

facilitate global visibility, will be provided separately in the communications guidance for the 

International Year. 

Capacity-building activities implemented in cooperation with international organizations, 

development partners or other external entities, including those financed or co-financed by such 

partners, may also be presented as supporting the International Year, provided that they comply 

with the criteria in this document and are authorized according to the procedures above. 

The involvement of external partners does not change the requirements established in this 

document. Reporting obligations remain applicable irrespective of the source of financing. 
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Annex III 

National Committees 

Role, Functions and Working Arrangements under the International Year of Sustainable and 
Resilient Tourism 2027 (IYSRT 2027) 

 

This note provides complementary guidance on the role, functions and working arrangements of 

National Committees established in the context of the International Year of Sustainable and Resilient 

Tourism 2027 (IYSRT 2027). It should be read in conjunction with the overall framework and guidance 

documents for the International Year and is intended to support Member States in organizing national-

level coordination and delivery, in line with their institutional contexts and priorities. 

 

1. Purpose of National Committees 

According to the Guidelines for International Years (ECOSOC Resolution 1980/67), there should be 

ordinarily national committees or other mechanisms for preparing for, conducting, and following up the 

international year at the national level.  

This guidance is reinforced by UN General Assembly resolution (A/RES/78/260), which recognizes 

sustainable and resilient tourism as a cross-cutting driver of sustainable development, calls for its 

promotion by all stakeholders, and encourages leveraging the International Year as a catalyst to 

advance sustainable development. The resolution highlights tourism’s contributions to economic 

growth, poverty reduction, decent work, sustainable consumption and production, and responsible 

resource use. It also underscores the sector’s role in biodiversity conservation, cultural understanding, 

social inclusion-including the empowerment of women, youth, Indigenous Peoples and local 

communities - and rural development, while emphasizing the need for coordinated, value chain–wide 

action to ensure sustainability and resilience.  

To this effect, National Committees are envisaged as national-level coordination platforms to support 

the preparation, observance and follow-up of the International Year of Sustainable and Resilient 

Tourism 2027.  

National Committees shall play a central role in ensuring effective coordination among governmental 

and non-governmental actors, aligning and harmonizing activities undertaken in the context of the 

International Year and communicating internationally agreed priorities and messages to stakeholders 

at national and local levels. Throughout 2027, National Committees will form the backbone of Member 

State engagement with the International Year. 

It should be noted that such National Committees are not intended as global governance or decision-

making bodies, nor do they replace existing national institutions or coordination mechanisms. Rather, 

they are to provide a flexible and scalable means for Member States to organize engagement with the 

International Year, ensure coherence across activities undertaken at national and local levels and 

contribute, on a voluntary basis, to regional and global exchanges of experience and learning. 

 

2. Key Objectives of National Committees for the IYSRT 2027 

In support of the objectives of the International Year of Sustainable and Resilient Tourism 2027, 

National Committees may, taking into account national priorities and institutional contexts, focus on the 

following objectives: 

• raise public awareness of the contribution of sustainable and resilient tourism to broader 

development processes, including social inclusion and community empowerment; 

 

 

https://www.unoosa.org/res/oosadoc/data/resolutions/1980/ecosoc_1980/eres198067_html/ERES_1980_067E.pdf
https://docs.un.org/en/A/RES/78/260
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• facilitate dialogue and coordination around measures that strengthen tourism business 

ecosystems, including discussion of enabling conditions for SMEs, investment and access to 

finance, where relevant; 

• support reflection on legal, policy and institutional frameworks that enable sustainable and 

resilient tourism development, without prejudice to national decision-making processes; 

• encourage leadership development, skills enhancement and youth engagement related to the 

future of tourism, including through forward-looking and innovation-oriented approaches; 

• contribute to the generation and consolidation of national and regional evidence, good practices 

and policy dialogue relevant to future global frameworks; and 

• support structured consultation and learning processes that may inform broader reflections on 

resilience, sustainability and tourism in the context of the post-2030 development agenda and 

future multilateral processes. 

National Committees are not expected to address all objectives listed above. The selection and scope 

of objectives remain at the discretion of each Member State and should reflect national capacities, 

priorities and existing policy frameworks. 

 

3. Role and Functions 

Within the framework of the IYSRT 2027 and in accordance with applicable guidance, National 

Committees are generally expected to: 

• Coordinate the preparation, implementation and follow-up of national activities related to IYSRT 

2027; 

• Develop a strategic action plan aligned with the objectives of the International Year; 

• Authorize and register events, initiatives and activities undertaken under the International Year 

at national and local levels, in line with agreed guidance and criteria; 

• Ensure alignment of activities with the objectives, principles and messaging of the International 

Year; 

• Mobilize and engage relevant stakeholders across government, the private sector, civil society, 

academia and international partners; 

• Promote awareness and advocacy on the contribution of sustainable and resilient tourism to 

sustainable development;  

• Facilitate capacity-building and knowledge-sharing in support of the tourism sector; and 

• Provide structured inputs, summaries and reflections to UN Tourism to support regional and 

global processes and reporting related to the International Year. 

In particular, National Committees may authorize, coordinate and oversee activities undertaken at 

national and local levels, in line with national guidance and the objectives of the International Year. 

Such activities may include:  

• coordinate the development and dissemination of nationally focused outreach and promotional 

materials including digital content linked to the official IYSRT 2027 platforms; 

• organize or endorse meetings, conferences and events addressing national and local priorities 

related to sustainable and resilient tourism; 
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• support communication and awareness-raising initiatives, including engagement with national 

media, consistent with the overall messaging of the International Year; 

• facilitate capacity-building and training activities for tourism and related-sector stakeholders, 

including through the dissemination of guidelines, tools and resources; 

• support collaboration with academic and research institutions to strengthen evidence, data 

collection and analysis relevant to resilience and sustainability in tourism; 

• encourage multi-stakeholder dialogue on policy-relevant issues linked to sustainable and 

resilient tourism, without prejudice to formal national policy-making or legislative processes; 

• document activities, initiatives and outputs carried out during the International Year, including 

examples of good practice and lessons learned; 

 

The above list is indicative and non-exhaustive.  

National Committees may also contribute to the preparation of national summaries or reflections at the 

conclusion of the International Year, focusing on activities undertaken and key insights generated, in 

line with guidance provided by UN Tourism.  

For the purposes of the International Year, National Committees, or as appropriate, may apply 

differentiated approaches to the authorization and oversight of activities, taking into account their nature 

and intended purpose. In particular, a distinction may be made between communication and public 

engagement activities, and policy-oriented, capacity-building or standards-related activities, which may 

be subject to different levels of criteria, documentation and follow-up. 

 

4. Establishment of National Committees 

National Committees should be inclusive and reflect the diversity of actors involved in tourism and 

related policy areas at a national level, while maintaining clear leadership and accountability for 

coordination, authorization and reporting functions. They should be anchored in, or formally convened 

by, the ministry or authority responsible for tourism, to serve as the primary contact for UN Tourism and 

to support coordination of the National Committee.  

National Committees should be inclusive and made up of actors at the national level such as: 

• the ministry or authority responsible for tourism, serving as the national focal point; 

• relevant public institutions, including those responsible for environment, culture, finance, 

climate change, water management, land use and local government; 

• private sector associations; 

• civil society organizations and NGOs, including those addressing decent work and poverty 

eradication through tourism; 

• legal, academic and research institutions with relevant expertise; 

• representatives of local communities and other relevant stakeholders; 

• United Nations Country Teams, including the Office of the Resident Coordinator, where 

appropriate, and in line with national arrangements. 

The size, composition and working modalities of National Committees should remain flexible and 

proportionate, reflecting national capacities, institutional contexts and the scope of activities undertaken 

under the International Year. 
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Where appropriate, Member States may build on existing inter-ministerial, inter-agency or multi-

stakeholder coordination mechanisms, rather than establishing new bodies specifically for the 

International Year. 

 

5. Working Arrangements 

For the purposes of the International Year of Sustainable and Resilient Tourism 2027, Member States 

are invited to establish appropriate working arrangements to enable National Committees to carry out 

their coordination, authorization and reporting functions effectively. 

Member States may consider the following steps: 

1. identifying and convening relevant public and non-public stakeholders, ensuring balanced 

representation and effective partnership arrangements; 

2. establishing, as appropriate, national guidance and procedures for the registration, 

authorization and monitoring of activities undertaken under the International Year; 

3. defining practical modalities for documentation and reporting of activities and outcomes to UN 

Tourism, in line with guidance provided at global level; 

4. where appropriate, involving the United Nations Country Team and integrating activities related 

to the International Year into relevant national and UN work programmes. 

National Committees are encouraged to adopt pragmatic and proportionate working methods, including 

the preparation of a light action plan or activity framework for the International Year, reflecting national 

priorities and capacities.  

 

6. Coordination, Communication and Secretariat Support 

National Committees are responsible for coordinating national- level activities undertaken in the context 

of the International Year of Sustainable and Resilient Tourism 2027, and for ensuring their alignment 

with applicable national and international guidance, objectives and principles. They are expected to 

establish appropriate arrangements for the identification, authorization, monitoring and documentation 

of events and activities including verification of compliance with agreed guidance and criteria.  

Information on activities undertaken should be consolidated and validated at national level and 

transmitted to UN Tourism in an aggregated and structured manner, in line with guidance provided at 

international level, for the purposes of regional and global overviews, reporting and collective learning. 

In line with national arrangements, National Committees may coordinate the use of the IYSRT 2027 

name and logo at the national level, in accordance with official UN Tourism guidelines. This does not 

extend to the use of the name, emblem or official seal of UN Tourism or of the United Nations, which 

remains subject to prior written authorization. A partner portal will support registration of organizations, 

logo authorization requests, and the upload of activity information, enabling transparent and scalable 

participation. The National Committee should maintain a central register of all authorized users, and 

any further dissemination should require explicit approval or adherence to predefined guidelines to 

prevent misuse, reputational risks, or dilution of the logo’s meaning.  

National Committees shall not, in any manner whatsoever, use the name, emblem or official seal of UN 

Tourism or the UN, or any abbreviation of the name of UN Tourism or the UN, in connection with its 

activities for the IYSRT 2027 or otherwise without the prior written permission of UN Tourism. Under no 

circumstances shall authorization be provided to use the name, emblem or official seal of UN Tourism 

or the UN, or any abbreviation of the name of UN Tourism or the UN, for commercial purposes. 

The UN Tourism Secretariat provides overall coordination, international guidance and technical support 

for the International Year, including common principles, templates and reporting formats. This support 
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complements national leadership and ownership and does not entail the centralized management or 

validation of individual events or activities. 

Through these arrangements, National Committees serve as the primary interface between national 

implementation and international consolidation, ensuring effective two-way communication and 

structured contribution to regional and global processes.  

7. Funding National Committees 

The UNGA resolution A/RES/78/260 proclaiming the International Year of Sustainable and Resilient 

Tourism 2027 stresses that the costs of all the activities that may arise from the implementation of the 

International Year should be met through voluntary contributions. The resolution also encourages all 

States, the United Nations system, and other stakeholders to seize the International Year as an 

opportunity to promote actions at all levels - including through international cooperation - and to advance 

sustainable and resilient tourism as a driver for sustainable development. National governments are 

encouraged to allocate budgetary resources to selected activities, enhancing their engagement and 

enabling greater impact at the national level. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

https://docs.un.org/en/A/RES/78/260


 
CAM/71/7/Anexos 

 
20 

ONU Turismo es una agencia especializada de las Naciones Unidas 
Organización Mundial del Turismo    
C/ Poeta Joan Maragall 42, 28020 Madrid, Spain – Tel: (34) 91 567 81 00 – info@unwto.org / unwto.org 

Annex IV 

Thematic Areas and Rationale 

International Year of Sustainable and Resilient Tourism 2027 (IYSRT 2027) 

 

1. Inclusive, sustainable and resilient economic growth and local value creation 

Tourism is a major driver of economic growth and employment, particularly at the local level. Strengthening 

the sustainability and inclusiveness of tourism value chains enhances their capacity to withstand shocks, 

adapt to change and sustain long-term development outcomes. 

This thematic area highlights tourism’s role in fostering diversified, locally anchored and resilient economic 

activity, with particular attention to Micro, Small and Medium-sized Enterprises (MSMEs), domestic tourism 

and diversified products and markets. By reducing over-dependence on single markets, seasons or 

activities, and by promoting fair participation and shared benefits along the value chain, tourism can 

contribute to economic stability, inclusive growth and local value creation while reinforcing resilience across 

destinations. 

 

2. Social inclusion, decent work, poverty reduction and community resilience 

Inclusive tourism development is a fundamental condition for resilience. When tourism benefits are widely 

shared and access to opportunities is ensured, communities are better able to absorb, respond to and 

recover from economic, environmental and social shocks. 

This thematic area emphasizes tourism’s contribution to decent work, poverty reduction and the economic 

empowerment of women, youth, Indigenous Peoples and local communities. It underscores the importance 

of community participation in tourism planning and decision-making, universal accessibility and social 

protection, strengthening social cohesion, local ownership and human capital as pillars of resilient tourism 

systems. 

In this context, approaches that go beyond minimizing negative impacts and actively seek to strengthen 

communities, livelihoods and local capacities, including approaches often described as regenerative, can 

contribute to more durable, inclusive and self-sustaining development outcomes. 

 

3. Environmental protection, biodiversity conservation, resource efficiency and climate action 

Tourism depends directly on healthy ecosystems and natural resources, while at the same time exerting 

pressure on the environment. Strengthening environmental protection is therefore a prerequisite for 

sustainable and resilient tourism development. 

In line with General Assembly resolution 78/260, this thematic area emphasizes environmental protection 

and biodiversity conservation as central pillars of sustainable and resilient tourism, while promoting 

resource efficiency and advancing climate action through mitigation and adaptation measures. By 

integrating environmental considerations into tourism policy, planning, investment and operations, including 

through the engagement of workers, communities and local stakeholders, destinations can reduce 

environmental degradation, lower vulnerability to climate-related risks and safeguard the natural 

foundations upon which tourism, livelihoods and community wellbeing depend. 

In this regard, practices that aim not only to reduce environmental harm but also to restore and enhance 

ecosystems and natural capital, including regenerative approaches, may further strengthen the contribution 

of tourism to long-term resilience and sustainability. 
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4. Cultural values, diversity, living heritage and destination identity 

Cultural heritage and diversity are core assets of tourism and central to destination identity, social cohesion 

and community resilience. When cultural resources are safeguarded and communities are empowered as 

custodians of their heritage and active participants in tourism development, tourism can reinforce continuity, 

pride and intergenerational knowledge. 

This thematic area highlights tourism’s role in protecting and promoting tangible and intangible cultural 

heritage, supporting creative industries and fostering place-based development. Emphasis is placed on 

living heritage and locally rooted narratives that strengthen destination identity, while ensuring that cultural 

tourism development remains inclusive, respectful and resilient to external pressures. 

 

5. Mutual understanding, peace, security and crisis preparedness 

Tourism fosters dialogue, mutual understanding and peaceful interaction among peoples, while also being 

highly sensitive to crises, insecurity and disruptions. Strengthening preparedness and trust is therefore 

essential for resilient tourism development. 

This thematic area underscores tourism’s contribution to peace, social stability and international 

understanding, while highlighting the importance of risk-informed governance, crisis preparedness and 

coordinated response mechanisms, including cooperation across institutions, communities and sectors. It 

includes the protection of tourists, effective communication, cross-border and cross-sector cooperation, and 

the integration of tourism into broader emergency, health and security frameworks to support faster 

recovery and sustained confidence. 
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Annex V 

Flagship Events 

International Year of Sustainable and Resilient Tourism 2027 (IYSRT 2027) 

 

 
The International Year of Sustainable and Resilient Tourism 2027 (hereinafter, the International Year) 
provides a global platform to advance tourism as a driver of sustainable development and resilience. 
Mandated by the United Nations General Assembly and facilitated by UN Tourism, the International Year 
aims to mobilize governments, the United Nations system, international and regional organizations, the 
private sector, academia and civil society around a shared agenda to strengthen tourism’s contribution to 
inclusive economic growth, environmental stewardship and social cohesion. 
 
The designation of an International Year creates a rare, time-bound political window in which attention, 
commitment and visibility converge. It generates a unique momentum that goes beyond routine sectoral 
exchanges and allows tourism to be positioned within broader debates on resilience, territorial development 
and sustainable transformation. In this context, one flagship event per region will serve as a defining 
milestone of the International Year, transforming global ambition into regionally anchored progress. These 
moments will help accelerate alignment across policy areas, stimulate durable partnerships and translate 
shared objectives into concrete pathways that extend beyond 2027. 
 
Taken together, the five flagship events (hereafter “the flagship events”) will shape a coherent global 
architecture under the International Year, reinforcing tourism’s structural role in strengthening inclusive and 
resilient societies and ensuring that the momentum generated in 2027 contributes meaningfully to the 
evolving post-2030 development landscape. 
 
 
8. Objectives 

 
Under the International Year, the flagship events, one hosted in each UN Tourism region, will serve as 
defining milestones of 2027. While regionally anchored, each event will carry global relevance, addressing 
structural dimensions of sustainability and resilience that extend beyond regional boundaries. 
 
Each event will translate the thematic pillars of the International Year into region-specific leadership and 
action. By focusing on distinct regional priorities, the events will reflect diverse economic structures, 
development pathways and risk environments, while contributing to a shared global narrative. 
 
Together, the flagship events will form a coherent and differentiated architecture that ensures balanced 
geographic representation, thematic depth and strategic complementarity. Rather than duplicating 
discussions, they will demonstrate how sustainable tourism strengthens inclusion, resilience and long-term 
competitiveness across diverse global contexts. 
 
 
9. Opening and Closing of the International Year 

 
a.  Opening Ceremony 
 
The event will serve as the formal opening moment of the International Year, marking the transition from 
the preparatory phase of 2026 to a year of global implementation.  
 
The launch will underscore that the International Year is not a stand-alone celebration, but a coordinated 
global effort designed to strengthen tourism’s contribution to resilience and inclusion while preparing the 
sector for the post-2030 development framework.  
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Particular attention will be given to National Committees as the backbone of implementation, the central 
role of capacity-building in translating principles into practice and the contribution of the five flagship events 
in shaping regionally grounded yet globally relevant outcomes.  
 
The event will clearly position the International Year as a structured consultation process for the positioning 
of tourism within the evolving Agenda 2030+ discussions. As communication materials and campaign 
elements will already have been introduced in advance, the opening will focus on setting political direction, 
reinforcing institutional coherence and consolidating a shared commitment. 
 
To fulfil this role effectively, the Opening should be organized as a high-level half-day event with 
arrangements that enable broad global access for Member States, facilitate the participation of Steering 
Committee members and ensure strong international media involvement. The format and programme 
should be developed in line with the overall architecture of the International Year and the host setting. Given 
the political importance and global visibility of the Opening, the host arrangement should also ensure an 
appropriate level of financial and organizational support so that the event can be delivered to the standard 
required for a major milestone of the International Year. 
 
b.  Closing Ceremony 
 
The closing moment, possibly anchored at FITUR in early 2028, will be the opportunity for UN Tourism and 
all stakeholders to reflect and inform on the performance and impact of the International Year. More 
importantly, it will present the consolidated outcome of the global consultation process as the central legacy 
of the Year.  
 
This outcome, derived from flagship and other events held throughout the Year, national processes, flagship 
reports and the rolling analytical roadmap, will form the substantive basis for tourism’s positioning in the 
post-2030 negotiations. 
 
In this context, lead Member States and institutional representatives, including the Chair of the Committee 
on Tourism and Sustainability, the Chair of the Executive Council and members of the Steering Committee, 
will jointly outline the next phase of engagement within the UN process.  
 
While the Closing Ceremony will mark the official conclusion of the International Year, it will also set out 
how its findings, conclusions and recommendations can continue to inform and shape the coordinated 
negotiation phase, ensuring that tourism’s contribution to resilience, inclusion and sustainable development 
is carried forward through structured leadership and coalition-building at the global level. 
 
10. Flagship Events   
 
Themes and partners 

 
This section outlines the thematic focus of the Flagship Events, one to be held in each region as a central 
component of the International Year. These events are directly linked to the thematic pillars of the 
International Year and translate global objectives into region-specific priorities. Each Flagship Event will 
address a defining regional dimension of sustainability and resilience, contributing to a coherent global 
architecture while reflecting diverse development contexts and risk environments. 
 
 
The below themes and partners are intended as proposals for the consideration of the Member States and 
alternative themes and partners may also be proposed by interested host States.  The final decision on the  
 
 
themes and venues of the flagship events will be taken by the UN Tourism Secretary-General after due 
consideration of the proposals received by Member States. 
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10.1. Africa 
 

Theme: Biodiversity, Rural Livelihoods and Resilient Local Economies 
 
Many destinations around the world depend on nature-based tourism. Strengthening local value chains and 
integrating biodiversity protection enhances long-term economic stability and community resilience. 
Tourism in these contexts is closely intertwined with ecosystem integrity and community wellbeing, making 
it a powerful lever for inclusive and sustainable growth. 
 
The event will focus on: 
 

• Tourism financing for protected areas 
• Community-based tourism models 
• Youth employment and skills development 
• Enhancing the positioning and branding of destinations 

 
10.2. Americas 

 
Theme: Financing Resilient Tourism Value Chains 
 
Tourism represents both a mature economic sector and a critical source of income for vulnerable 
economies. Strengthening tourism value chains through innovative financing mechanisms and enhanced 
support to micro, small and medium-sized enterprises is essential to protect destinations from economic 
volatility and systemic shocks. 
 
Sustainable tourism finance and risk-sharing instruments can reinforce economic stability, promote digital 
integration and strengthen the resilience of tourism-dependent communities. 
 
The event will focus on: 
 

• Public–private investment models 
• Innovative financing and risk-sharing instruments 
• SME resilience and digital transformation 
• Strengthening regional tourism value chains 

 
10.3. Asia-Pacific 

 
Theme: Skills, Innovation and Resilient Tourism Growth 
 
In many destinations, tourism development combines dynamic economic growth with rapid technological 
innovation and evolving labour market conditions. At the same time, destinations face demographic shifts, 
climate exposure and increasing competitive pressures. Strengthening tourism resilience in this context 
requires a focus on human capital, innovation ecosystems and adaptive growth models. 
 
By investing in skills development, fostering entrepreneurship and integrating technological innovation into 
tourism systems, destinations can strengthen long-term competitiveness while ensuring that growth 
remains inclusive and resilient. 
 
 
The event will focus on: 

 
• Workforce development, lifelong learning and skills mobility 
• Innovation ecosystems and digital transformation in tourism 
• Support to SMEs and start-up environments 
• Adaptive growth models in rapidly expanding destinations 
• Integrating climate awareness into long-term tourism planning 

  



 
 

CAM/71/7/Anexos 

ONU Turismo es una agencia especializada de las Naciones Unidas 
Organización Mundial del Turismo    
C/ Poeta Joan Maragall 42, 28020 Madrid, Spain – Tel: (34) 91 567 81 00 – info@unwto.org / unwto.org 

 
10.4. Europe 
 

Theme: Strengthening Inclusive and Resilient Territories through Sustainable Tourism 
 
Sustainable tourism plays a leading role in maintaining connectivity, strengthening transport and digital 
infrastructure and supporting high-value economic activity across varied geographic contexts. 
 
By advancing inclusive and balanced territorial development, sustainable tourism helps ensure that 
prosperity is broadly shared, regional disparities are addressed and demographic vitality is sustained. In 
doing so, tourism reinforces social cohesion and strengthens the long-term resilience and competitiveness 
of the world’s diverse territories. 
 
The event will focus on: 
 

• Tourism as a driver of balanced territorial development and regional cohesion 
• Strengthening connectivity and infrastructure in diverse geographic contexts 
• Inclusive growth models that address demographic change and regional disparities 
• Sustainable investment strategies in culturally and environmentally sensitive areas 
• Integrating tourism into broader territorial and resilience policy frameworks 

 
 

10.5. Middle East 
 

Theme: Diversification, Stability and Long-Term Transformation 
 
Tourism is increasingly positioned as a central pillar of economic diversification. As countries pursue 
structural transformation, sustainable tourism investment contributes to employment generation, heritage 
preservation and long-term economic resilience. 
 
Strengthening environmental sustainability and regional cooperation will reinforce tourism’s role in 
supporting stability and inclusive development. 
 
The event will focus on: 

• Diversification beyond traditional economic sectors 
• Sustainable investment frameworks 
• Technology and Innovations 
• Heritage-led regeneration 

Hosting Conditions 
 
It should be recalled that in accordance with resolution 662(XXI), the General Assembly explicitly requests 
that Member States hosting a UN Tourism meeting provide the conditions set forth in the template 
agreement  developed by the Secretariat, which serves as the legal framework for host country 
agreements. It is based primarily on Article 32 of the Statutes, the Convention on the Privileges and 
Immunities of the Specialized Agencies and its Annex XVIII (applicable to UN Tourism), relevant General  
 
 
Assembly resolutions, and aligns with the overall United Nations policy on the matter.  It is recommended 
that Member States interested in hosting a flagship event review the template agreement in advance to 
preparing a bid. 

 
  

https://webunwto.s3.eu-west-1.amazonaws.com/imported_images/42646/a21_res_final_en_0.pdf
file:///C:/Users/jcourt/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Olk/Attachments/ooa-eabc47fa-f789-4cf4-9a4c-da05b7dca666/319c91cb22595bc0f912dffd271a3d30316dafad843903b0e8eb9ec70fb4b12f/e-unwto.org/doi/epdf/10.18111/9789284424566%232308906_basic_documents_vol_I_8th_Ed_EN.indd%253A.160022%253A5664
https://treaties.un.org/pages/ViewDetails.aspx?src=TREATY&mtdsg_no=III-2&chapter=3&clang=_en
https://treaties.un.org/pages/ViewDetails.aspx?src=TREATY&mtdsg_no=III-2&chapter=3&clang=_en
https://treaties.un.org/pages/ViewDetails.aspx?src=TREATY&mtdsg_no=III-2-18&chapter=3&clang=_en
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11. UN System engagement  

 
A central political objective of the International Year will be to secure sustained high-level engagement 
within the wider United Nations system and to ensure that tourism is substantively reflected in discussions 
shaping the post-2030 development framework. 
 
Engagement will begin in 2026, aligned with major intergovernmental milestones. The High-Level Political 
Forum in July 2026 and the 81st session of the United Nations General Assembly in September 2026 will 
provide early opportunities to position tourism within broader sustainable development debates and to 
initiate dialogue with the incoming President of the General Assembly. Early coalition-building among 
Member States will be essential to explore the establishment of a thematic focus on tourism during the 
2027 session. 
 
The 2027 SDG Summit, convened at Head-of-State level, represents a pivotal political moment. This 
milestone will allow tourism’s contribution to resilience, inclusion and structural transformation to be 
reflected within the mid-term review of the 2030 Agenda. 
 
Engagement in environmental negotiation spaces in 2026 will serve as preparation for the International 
Year. In particular, CBD COP17 provides a high-impact opportunity to consolidate tourism’s role within 
biodiversity finance and nature-positive economic models. As the Biodiversity Conference convenes 
biennially, substantive and visible engagement will be essential. Building on the successful positioning 
achieved at the previous COP, tourism can further demonstrate its unique capacity to generate economic 
value from nature while reinforcing conservation incentives, including through net-positive approaches 
developed in partnership with key private sector actors. 
 
Across these processes, the focus will be on securing durable outcomes, including joint policy briefs, 
structured contributions to outcome documents and coordinated cross-agency initiatives. The objective is 
to move beyond visibility and ensure that tourism is integrated into substantive policy language that will 
inform the emerging post-2030 negotiations. 
 
12. UN Tourism GA and World Tourism Day 

 

12.1. World Tourism Day (27 September 2027)  
 
Hosted by Cabo Verde with the theme “Transforming Tourism through Education,” will provide an important 
milestone. It will highlight the role of education, skills and human capital in building resilience across the 
sector and will mobilise youth, academia, training institutions and industry partners around this agenda. As 
a widely recognised global observance, World Tourism Day will strengthen public engagement in the 
International Year and create momentum in the weeks leading up to the General Assembly, linking the 
campaign’s broader narrative with the more technical and policy-oriented discussions that will follow. 
 

12.2. UN Tourism General Assembly (October/ November 2027) 
 
The GA will provide a very unique and important platform for presenting the key analytical outputs, including 
the flagship studies and the rolling analytical roadmap for the post-2030 agenda and for showcasing 
Member State achievements emerging from national committees, regional consultations and capacity-
building activities.  
 
The Assembly will also enable a high-level debate on the future positioning of tourism in global development 
frameworks and serve as the moment to consolidate the legacy of the International Year, whether through 
ministerial dialogue, the adoption of final recommendations or the consideration of pathways that may 
extend its impact beyond 2027. 
 


